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WWF for a living planet*

An emissions target for Hong Kong?

Climate Change: threats, solutions
and responses

Dr. Philip Kwok
President

WWF Hong Kong
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Emissions continue to rise
Impacts will be catastrophic
Solutions exist

Beljing Is responding faster than Hong Kong

Hong Kong must act and set a greenhouse gas emissions
target




Greenhouse gas emissions are projected to
continue increasing dramatically unless action Is
taken

Source: International Energy Agency, 2004




Environmental and social impacts will be devastating.

Scientists estimate 4 degrees C temperature rise If
emissions remain unchecked

Climate impacts upon key ecosystems —
some examples




Technology exists to keep global emissions to a
minimum

And global temperature rise to below 2 degrees C

Source: WWEF, Climate Solutions report, 2007




Hong Kong must act

Although only 0.2% of global emissions HK should still act,
because:

Total emissions are not a reflection of influence. The UK Is
only 2% of global emissions

Hong Kong’s footprint is much higher than direct emissions
Indicate

Including the goods that HK consumes would raise its footprint by a
factor of five.

HK ownership of 80 000 factories in PRD - a major source of
emissIions
Hong Kong exerts a regional cultural economic influence.
E.g. Could become a regional centre for carbon trading or a
new lifestyle trends

Hong Kong government is moving
slower than Beljing

Mainland National Assessment released December 2006
analysed the risks of climate change impacts to China’s
economy and environment

Mainland’s National Plan, released June 2007 laid out
China’s priorities for slowing emissions growth

Hong Kong government has no official risk assessment or
plan to cut emissions




Hong Kong can set an emissions target

Emissions targets are used by governments to drive a full
scale response from all sectors

Cities also use emissions targets:
London and Toronto 20% reduction by 2010
Berlin is going to 25%

Capetown to 10%
New York (State) to 5%

Setting a target will drive Hong Kong’s entrepreneurs to find
new opportunities in booming clean technology markets and
enhance the city’s overall competitiveness

Thank You!




