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Should greenery 
and sustainable 
building design 
be made 
mandatory?
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What are the 
most important 
characteristics 
of a quality and 
sustainable built 
environment?



Pr
Gr
Buil
Co
2007



P
G
B
C

“Buildings are meant to 
benefit people. But we have 
seen in the meteorological 
records that buildings have 
collectively modified the 
urban climate in a way 
unfavourable to healthy 
living.  It is high time for us 
to rethink the fundamentals 
about how urban living 
should look like.  Much is in 
the hands of ……”
CY Lam, Director of HK Observatory 
2006
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Views on the proposed 
guidelines for 
separation between buildings,
setback of buildings 
abutting narrow streets and 
provision of greenery 
according to site area?
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Trade-off between / balance 
of the bulk and the height of 
a building?

People in the street are 
the pivotal concern ...
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Costs, Benefits & Willingness to Pay?
Way Forward?

The benefits of strong, early action on 
climate change outweigh the costs;

Minimum 2% of global GDP per annum 
is required to be invested in order to 
avoid the worst effects ……
Stern Review (2006/08)
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Formation & Inaugural Conference of 

Hong Kong 
Green Building 

Council
Four Founding Committee Members:
CIC + BEAM Society + BEC + PGBC

20 November 09

Experts from 
CGBC, WGBC, HK, 
Japan, Singapore, 

Taiwan, …


